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earth. Rebellion was declared; and now tlie end
had almost come for liberty in the west land.
The new rebellion seemed to Nebuchadrezzar a
matter of small moment. He did not come at
once in person, but sent an army, which appeared
before the walls of Jerusalem in 587. The city
was so situated and so defended by walls that its
reduction was no easy task. To carry it by as-
sault was quite impossible, and Nebuchadrezzar,
as Titus in later days, determined to surround the
walls and starve it into submission. The sight of
the Babylonian forces drawing a tight cord about
the city walls might have been expected to strike
sudden terror into the hearts of the war party
which had driven the nation to this pass. In this
the expected did not happen. The people of Je-
rusalem were mad in their folly, but they were
not cowards, and they began a vigorous resistance
to the great king. The walls of Jerusalem were
strong enough to afford defense for a long time,
and Nebuchadrezzar was not provided in the be-
ginning with artillery strong enough to break
them down and so take the city by assault. It
could apparently be taken only by a siege in which
famine should aid force.

There was terror in the city, but determination,
and the spirit was admirable, when the odds are
considered, even at so great a distance from the
events as this. It was probably chiefly the hope
of help from Egypt that strengthened the hearts
and hands of the besieged. This help was not to